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Legislative Relief from the FOIA - 


—- The Department ee. Justice ae taken a position in 
opposition to the DCI's proposal to amend the FOIA: ‘to exclude 
fits created or maintained by CIA or NSA. - 


eas This opposition ‘is grounded | on ene Snopoedtion chee 
the Adminis stration should formulate and pursue a comprehensive 
Proposal to deal with FOTA-related problems on a eee men 
wide basis. |... bag Ke Se : 
my fe sae aes a 
ee whe Department' s eesidax reflects ne previous Aaminis- oe 
tration's attitude-toward-FOIA relief, and indicates an” “inability ~~ 
or unwillingness: to understand that CIA/NSA problems cannot be 


solved by s trengthening the grounds. upon which information. can 
be withheld from public. disclosure unger the Act. He 


evelausinn ere pecseas created or maintained 
by the: CIA ee NSA. from all of the Act's requirements can. resolve 


“our most’ pressing. ‘problem, the need to: Seaton ane review records. 


in BeBbense: ee FOIA’ Eadie eres 


ea totat: Sy elustoil. for: records’ eraared or naineained. “by 


CIA or NSA. would net: in any way jeopardize, and could in fact 


benefit, efforts to-formulate a government-wide proposal to meet 
common’ problems’ ‘being encountered by other agencies. Legislation 


- for ‘CIA/NSA - would. stimulate Congressional awareness of the 


difficulties being. encountered under the FOIA. 


ae right. of UL ‘S$. _persons to obtain information concerning 
themselves pursuant to the Privacy Act would not be affected by 


‘an exclusion of -CIA/NSA.-records from the FOTIA. Thus, the Adminis~. 


tration.can support this..proposal while assuring individual 
Americans of continued access to personal information which might 
be enero CIA. Or. pa ae : 2 ag 


ipsae scene atie: ean English (D., OK), Ghatenea: of ae 


ae Government | ‘Operations Subcommittee on Government Information ay 
‘and Individual’ Rights has: ‘indicated that his Subcommittee will hold 
hearings on the FOIA. . Representative English is aware of the 


severity and urgency of the, problems confronting CIA and NSA, and 
he has promised to give. these agencies priority attention, 


-- Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Chairman Goldwater 
is anxious to introduce a full FOIA exclusion for CIA and NSA, and 
to see such a measure reported favorably from his Committee. ; 


~~ The Administration's biattorn and campaign pledged decisive 
action to rebuild and enhance the nation's intelligence capabilities, 
It is time to fulfill this commitment Py Eemoving the CIA and NSA 
from,the FOIA. 
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-- Only a total exclusion of records created or maintained 

by CIA/NSA from all of the Act's requirements can eliminate 

the need to search and review records in response to FOIA requests... 
It is this elimination which is crucial to ending the wasteful and ~ 
: debilitating diversion ‘of resources and critically needed skills,-~ 
eliminating the growing danger of court-ordered release of properly 
Classified information, and regaining. the confidence. of human sources 
and foreign pen eegence services. eee we 
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nov the. “full ana enenusiastic suanert of the Department of’ 
Justice Ese. ‘the DCI's legislative proposal is essential now. We : 
cannot. wait . for. a government-wide rePpronch: which eet not contain ane 
effective relief. for. cia Jane NSA. : 
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